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SECTIONIT  Inventory Angd Analysis

A,

B.

Regional Setting and Community Characteristics

The Village of Middleport is located n the eastern contral portion of Nuagara County (Map 2), and is situated
within both between the Towns of Hartland and Royalton. This municipality was incorporated in FB39 and
encompasses 0.87 sguare mites in fand arca. The Village is developed with a mix of residentiat, commercial,
mdastrial, agricwlural and epen space land uses, and s bisected by the Erie Canal. The character of the area is
essentially rural. The population of the Village s relatively stable and the majority of Village residents' commute
o areas cutride the Village for employment

The Village was developed in conjunctron with the construetion of the Frie Barge Canal, which was completed
i 1823, and was a major center for trade and comimerce in the late 1800°s, The first sertfement in the area was
established in 1806, about anc mile away from the present day business district. With the construction of the
canal, aclivily moved to the waterlront to benefit from the opportunities for waterbome transport of locally
produced products and commerce. Folklore has ¢ that the name Middieport was derived from the fact that the
Village was midway between Lockport and Newport (now known as Albion) on the canal.

Az one of the original canal connnunities, Middleport grew o become compietely self-sufficient. In 1825, the
Middleport branch of the U.S. Post Office was built. Continuous growth enabled the Village to incarporate. At
one time up o sixteen industries Gourished along Jeddo Creek (tormerly knovwn as Wildeat Creek), Many of
these factories used the creek water in their manufactuning process and for power, The Erie Canal, along with
the New York Central Raifroad {which constructed a rail Hine through the Village), plaved an important part m
Middleport beconing a msjor trade eenter by the laee 1500,

Crver the years, due to the growth of the railroad industry and construction of overland vehieudar transportation
corridors, use of the canal has shafted, with transport and commerce piving way to inereasing recreational use,
Today the quaint Village of Middleport houses abou 2,006 residents and is a popular tourist destination along
the Trie Canal. The canal waterfront and Jedds Creek are no longer used for mdusirtad and manufacturing
purposcs. The canal 15 now bordered by private residences, farmiand, and a right-ofway arca that is used for
public recreation. Commnercial busnesses have centralized along Main Street and State Street, adjacent to the
canal. The only business that remained on the canal shorehine was the Basket Tactory, which operated as a
restaurant and marina {this Fucility closed down in 20003, in line with the shift in the use of the canal from
transportation oriented activities to recreattonal use, one of the Village's long range goals is to further promote
tourism in the arca through the provision of improved services and reercational epportunitics along the
waterfront. Another goal is the revitalization of the central business district.

Uplaad Uses

1. Existing Land Use

Land uses in the YVillage of Middiepart inglude residential, conmercial and industnal devetoprent, with
some minor agricultural activity, The Villape has a central business district (CBDY), which is situated along
Main Street and State Street, south of the canal, with residential development distributed around the Village
center. Industrial uses, and additional commercial uses, are focated in the southern half of the Village (se
Map 33

Single-family residential is the predominant land use in the Village of Middieport. There are 337
single-fomily homes and mere than 200 multi-farnily houstng units in the arcz. Most of the housing stock
is it good condition even though over half of the hones (38.7 percent} were built before 1935, Very fewnew
homes have been constructed in the Village during the tast ten vears. With the exception of the canal
right-of-way, the majority of the waterfront along the Erie Cinal is developed with private residences.
Although allowed by zoning, there are no overnight accommodations or bed and breakfast establishments
in the Village. The closest bed and break fast use is located west of the Village on Pect Streer, mn the Town
of Rovalton. The fack of such facilities restricts ourism opportunities in the area for boaters and other
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visitors. A more structired plan for towrism and cconomic development will help to promote these types of
uses,

The CBD Jeosely cncompasses the area hetween the southern shoveline of the canal, Vermon Street, Park
Avenue and South Harttand Steect (see Map 5). This area contains a number of institutiona) buildings, such
as the Village Hall, police station, fire department, post office, and two churches, as well as a variety of
commercial businesses, The CBD is connected to the northern portion of the Village by a lift bridge that
¢rosses the Erie Canal, Commercial busimesses in the district include two banks, three restawrants,
professional offices, a beauty salon and a bait and tackle shop. There are a tota) of 20 private storefronts in
this area, Other institutional uses in the Village lic owtside the CBI, including the public utility substations,
churches, and the Royalton-Hartland Central School District praperty.

Most of the buildings in the CBD are two-story mixed-use structures with apartments on the upper levels,
above the commuercial storefronts, The buildings and facades are generally int fair o zood condition,
although a cluster of buildings on the castern side of Main Street, at the comer of State Street, is in poor
condition, Twuo of these buildings have fire damage on the second and third floars. The facades of these
buildings arc in need of restoration, including new paint and windows. In all, {ive of the 14 storefronts on
the castside of Main Street are vacant. A local grasseoots organization is actively working to help improve
commercial activity in the CBD, with a major focus on rthe restoration of the firc-damaged structures.

The real estate market in Middleport is stable and land amd commercial space are relatively inexpensive. The
CRD, however, has a high commercial vacancy rate. In an effort to boost tourism in the Village and benefit
from the close proximity of the canal, measures wust be taken (o improve the reuse and redevelopment of
the undertitized properties in this area.

The strectseape in the CBD was renovated inrecent years as part of i road reconstruction project sponsored
by the New York State Department of Transportation, The sidewalks were replaced and ornamental red brick
pavers and new aesthetic light fixtures were installed.  These improvernenls have aided in enhaneing the
physical quatity of the CBD for tourists and local residents alike.

A secomd commercial area in the Village is located along Telegraph Road (State Route 31}, west of Main
Street. This area contains several types of neighborbood and business retail uses that have developed ina
strip pattern. The commerctal businesses situated along this comidor {to the cast and west of Main Streer)
incliede an auto supply store, a gas station, & motor repaiv shop, a farm equipment retailer, restaurants, a
copveniense store, and other consumer services.

As shown on Map 3, large arcas of open space exist in the Village, primarily north of the canal. The land
area south of the canal is built out and very littic open area exists here, aside rom some limited areas of
pubhie parkland. With the exception of the narrow right-of-way corridors situated immediately along the
shoreline, the only stgnificant parcels of open space located along the canal include Margaret Droman Park,
which iz owned by the State, and twe Jarge privately owned parcels situated on the west side of South
Hartland Street,

Industrial land use is predominant aleng the ratlroad corridar that runs paralled to and one-half mile south
of the canal. Businesses in this area include metal machining and fabricating companies, fruit processing,
butlding fabrication, and agricubtural warchousing and farm supply compaties. The three latgest industrial
operations in the Village are FMO Agricultural Products Group, which manufactures pesticides and
herbicides, Niagara Foods, and Barden Homes. Severa] smaller industrial uses are located in the vieinity of
Kelly Avenue and the railread line and on Telegraph Road. The Avery Flall Corporation, which is lecated
atthe corngr of State Street and Vernon Streed, and Sigma Motors, which is tocated directly north of the Main
Street ft bridge. ave the onfy industrial land vses sitwated in close proximity to the sanal. Both of these
businesses conduet light industrial activities, Neither of these businesses ner any of the other industrial uses
in the Vitlage utilize the caral for commerce. The rattroad line, which kinks the Village with the cities of
Buftalo and Rochester, is actively used by focal industries for transport,
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There is no transitional boundary between the industrial and residential vses in the Village, Open storage
sarapes and bays abut residential properties in several instances, Certain industrial uses are located adjacent
to Feddo Creek, in arcas that are essentiatly residential or commercial in nature,

There are three parcels located in the northers portion of the Village that are usced for growing crops. These
parcels tatal 34 acres inarea; the largest of the three 18 situated immediatety north of the canal. These parcels
contain Hilten soils, which are desigmated Class 2 and considered valuable for crap production. Although
agriculture is a dominant use in the outiying area and region, there are no other farmlands within the Village
limits and agriculture is not a praminent wse in the Village,

There are cerlain sites in the Villape thal are considered underutilized, deteriorated or abandoned. They
consist mosthy of cwrrent and former industriat properties that are located along the north side of the ratiroad
tracks, bath east and west of Main Street. They include: the area in the tambervard, bocated between Main
Street and Orchard Street, which is presently utitized for storage and warchousmye; on abandoned industrial
aren sifuated south of Park Avenue, just west of the school district property (between Mapte Street and
Albfred Street); the CMSB Magmetics property on Telegraph Road, which is not uiilived 1o 115 full potential;
and the Haas property, which is situated south of the FMC facility, on Telegraph Road.  These sites have
the potential for redevelopment and reuse. The Village anticipates that these areas will be vevitalized and
maintined for tndustrial use.

Another important site that requires revitabization 18 the formter Basket Factory restaurant and marina. This
facility, which closed in early 2000, has a fongstanding history in the Village and was a thriving commercial
husiness that attracted visiors to the area. 1t is important to the economy of the Village and the tourist
industry for this site to be reapened.

Zoning and ther Land Llse Repulations

The Village of Middleport regulates land use through their Zoning Qrdinance and Official Zoning Map and
through their Site Plan Review Regulations, The Village has no subdivision regulations. The Zoning
Crdinance classifies threc usc districts: Residence, Business, and Industrial. The Residence classitication
has two subcategories to regubate development density, R-1 and R-2 {sce Map 10). R-1 districts are the most
restrictive in the Village, allowing only one and two-family dwellings, churches, parks, schools and
traditional home occupations.

Budldings in R-1 districts may not exceed 35 feet in height nor cover more than 30 percent of the total tot
area. The minimum required lot width is 75 feet and minbmum lot arca is 7,500 square feet. Off-street
parking is required, but the ovdinanee does not specify the number of spaces requited per dwelling unit, The
Cridinance also establishes setback requirements for yards,

The B-2 classification allows multiple-family dwellings in addition to the uses pernitted it an R | district,
Buldings in an R-2 District may not exceed 40 feet in height nor cover more than 40 pereent of a total lat
area. The minivum lot dimensions inan R-2 district are the samse as in an B-1 District.

The Business classification (B-1} altows residential uses, as well 25 retail and wholesale shops, restaurants,
hotels, theaters, commercial recreation centers, motor vehicle sales and service, and other non-nuisance types
of activities. Buitdings in a Business District may not exceed 35 feet i heirht nor cover maore than 49
percent of the total 1ot area. The dimensional requirements for fots are the same as the residentia) distriets,
but the vard setback requircments are less restriceive, There are no parking requirements for B-1 distoiot
g5, contained in the Zoning Chdinance.

The Industral classification has two subeatepories: F-1{Industrialy and L~V Light Industrial). The Fe1 2one
poonits a range of uses, including nuisance industries. There are no restrictions on buldding height, but vard
sethack restrictions are established for parcels zoned -1 that border residential lots. There are no parking
requirements for F-1 district uses.
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To alleviate potential nuisance conditions and atlow for more transitional uses. the I-1 classification allows
tor tess intrusive manufacturing uses. This classification permits light manufacturing, warehousing, office
angl other such uses, that are more compatible with residential uses.

The Vitlage's Site Plan Review Regulations require applicants (o submit site plans far review of DTOECES Over
a certain sixe to allow for the revicw of stormwater management systems, flood damage and erosian control
{where required), and to centrol site and roadway access and design, landseaping and the overal] use of the
ke,

An available tool for future tand use planning is the adoption of a waterfrant recreation zoning district or an
averlay district to plan and manage tand usc activity along the waterfront, better eantral aesthetics in the
CBI), and to improve public access to the waterfront. This district could be designed to restrict certain tvpes
of uses, promote 2ud enhance opportunities for water-related reereational uses, and protect existng uses.
Standards could also be establisbed to regulate development and redevelopment activities through the
specification of criteria for approving projects along the canal {or within the district). In conaidering such
zoning, and the extent thercof, the Village Board must weigh the restrictions involved against any potential
negative impacts or limitations on the Auure use of existing properties in the area,

Fand Ownershin Patlems

Much of the land i the Village of Middleport is held i private ownership. With the exception of the
shoreline right-of-way corridors situated along both stdes of the Erie Canal {(which wmeasure approxinately
8.450 lincar feet in total length and vary between 23 and 125 feet wide), the waterfront area atong the canal
is fully developed and held in private ownership. This public right-of-way is owned and maintained by the
New York Staw: Thruway and Canal Corporation (see Map 4), The Cana! Corporation also owns two parcels
that are contigueus to the north shore right-of-way, just cast of the lift bridge, one of which is used as
parkland; the other is vacant land.

The Village of Middleport owns a number of properties in and around the CBD. These include:

+ A 35,000 square-foot parcel located at the foot of Sowth Hartland Street, along the canal, which is
developed with a parking lot containing the Village Department of Public Works garape (the Vitlape
teases an adjacent section of the right-of-way from the State Canal Corporation that is used as public
pirk aread:

+ A 3500 square-foot parcel located on the west side of the terminus of South Hartland Street, which is
used for public park and access purposes;

+  the Village Hall, the Village Fire Department, the Village Library and an additional pubtic parking lot,
aH situated in the CBI,

*  the area north and south of Park Avenue, which is utilized as a public commons area;
» a L.2-acre undeveloped property situated on the west side of North Hartland Strect; and

+  a4.5-acre parce] of undeveloped land located between Mechanie Street, North Main Street and North
Hartland Strect.

The New York State Department of Transportation owns a 5,835 squarce-foot lot, situated approximately 50
feet west of Jeddo Creek. The lot is used 1o provide maintenance access to the canal spiilway and sluiceway,
New York State Electric and (as also owns a 1,800 squarc-foot parce) that is situated berween the o
parcels that are owned by the State Canal Corporation, on the north side of the canal. ‘This is the sitc of an
aperating substation. Niagara Mobawk Power Corporation alse owns two parcels in the vigmity of South
Main Strect and South Street.  The larger of the two contains a power sub-station. In addition, the
Royalton-Hartland Central School District owns the large property located in the castern portion of the
Village, north of the raitroad tracks,
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d,

Water-Blependent and Water-Enhanced Lises

The marma al the former Basket Factory restaurant is the onby water-dependent wse on the canal in the
Yillage of Middleport. Al of the developed uses that abut the shoreline of the canal are water-enhanced, as
they derive added value from their waterside location. These water-enhanced wses primarily include
reswdential dwellings and public parkiand.

Looking to the future, the northeastern shoreline of the canal is an area that is sited for the expansion of water
dependent uses. The Villagze would like (0 see this arce uielized for water-related recreational use and other
such vuses that would promote tourism and the improved use of the canalside facilities.

Tourism

With the rise in the use of the Erie Canal for recreational boating, fishing and tourism, the Village of
Middleport has become more popular as a tourist destination, This s a trend that the Village would ltke to
build upon. At present, visitors to the Village enjoy the ambiance of the gentral business district and the
shoreling amenities (as deseribed in greater detail in Section B, Through advertisements in fourism
literature praduced by the Niggara County Departiment of Planning, Development and Tourism, among other
things, tourism interest in the area 15 mereasing. By implementing a number of improvements in the
waterfront arga, the Village hopes to capture an even greater nwmber of visitors n yvears to come.

The shoreline of the canal is developed with uses that are enhanced by their waterside location. The State
right-of-way along the banks of the canal contains a former towpath for barges and vessels, which has been
revitalized by the State as the Canabway Trail. Local organizations have tmproved portions of {he shoreline
right-of-way on the canal with picnic tables, conmumity bulletin boards, and landscaping (which they
maintain}.

Tourism alony the canal is seasonal, with boating occurming {rom early May to late October. The Village
waonld like to enbance opportunities for tourism along the shoreline and in the CBI during this active season
through the provision of additional amenitics, such as beyele rentals, canos rentals, play cquipment for
children, more picnic tables and benches, and additional public restrooms and tmproved shower facilities.
These ideas are tied with the Village's desire to improve certain properties for public use along Front Street
on the north shore of the canal, just east of the lift bridge. This area includes Margaret Droman Park, which
is a part of the State right-of-way; a privately owned undeveloped parcel, which could be acquired for
parkland purposcs by the Village; the adjoining area of vacani land that is owned by the State Canal
Corporation; and the Former Lone Star hotel property, which the Village woald also hike to acquire for reuse
as a public facility, possibly a comtort station, canal tourism center or related commercial use. This area
possesses the greatest potential far shorefront revitalization in the Vitlage and could be redeveloped as a
contipuous public reereation area, I addition, the arca where the Village's Pepartment of Public Works
garage is located, adjacent to the canal, could be more effectively utslized for public recreation il this garaye
were relocated in the future to another site in the Village,

The New York State Canal Recreationway Cormrmission prepared a plan for the canal m 1995, Thus Plan
identified service ports along the canal and offered a number of recommendations for these ports, Wit
respect to the Village of Middieport, which was jdentified as Serviee Port #4, the Man proposes eertain
Canabway Tratl support facilities to include telephone serviee, irosh drops and informational signage, aswell
as boat fenders and tieups. The Plan further recormends a canal service package of planning improvements
for the area that include upgrading and expanding existing electric and water service, providing restraoms
and shower facilities, improvitg lighting and informational signage, mproving the rear Facades of buildimps
that face the canal, and orienting commercia] activities oward the camal. The Yillage is considering and
supparts many of these improvements as a means of iinproving the canal environment for kecal use and
tourism.

InJuly of 1999, tepislation was signed to establish the Western Erie Canal Heritage Commidor, which meludes

the canal area that extends from Wavne County to Erie County, This legislation requires that a planning
commission be formed 1o guide the preparation of 2 plan for {mplementing and managmng the Herltage
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Corridor, and the resources contaired theren, in an effort to inerease coonomic development and heritage
tourism.

. Surface Waters and Sweface Water Uses

Surface walers in the Viltage of Middlepart include Jeddo Creek and the Eric Canal, Jeddo Creek is a small
creek that flows in a northeety dircetion through the Village, The headwaters for thiz creck are located
approximately 4.5 miles south of the Village limits, in the Town of Rovalton, Feddo Creek continues north,
beyond the Village, converging with Johnson Creck and ultimately discharging to Lake Ontario, Within the
Vitlage, this creek 15 a smallt channel with infermittent flow, and provides very limited opportunities for fishing
amd passive recreation. Outside the Village, the Creek is utilized for farmland irvigation. In the eatly part of the
last century, a dam and reservoir ware constructed on Jeddo Creek, approximately one mile south of the Vitlage,
(o provide public water supply, but this water source is no longer utilized. This reservoir has restricted the
volume of water that flows through the Village, south of the canal. Canal water that is diverted through the
spillway enhances the creek flow to the north of the canal {the spiliway is discussed in greater detail in subsection
2, helow).

The Erie Canal extends through the Village of Middleport for an approximate distance of £.25 miles.  This
portion of the canal is a man-made chaimel that has an average width of 100 feet and a depth of 12 feet. The
banks of the camal are armored 1o guard against shoreline erosion. The New York State Canal Corporation owns
8,448 Hnear feet of shoreline, which spans both sides of the canal, Thisarea is maintained a5 a i ght-oFway area
that ranges trom 23 to 125 feet in width.

The canal was constructed in 1823 1o provide a means of waterborne commerce across the State. Today, the
canal supports 2 growing tourist and recreational boating industry and is the only navigable waterway m the
Village.

1. Mizrinas, Docks and Bulkbeads

As previously noted, there is one marina located along the canal, west of the lift bridge. This marina was
operated by the Basket Factory restaurant and can accommodate eight boats measuring up to 40 feet in
tength. Tt is primarity utilized by recreationad boaters.  Vessels can tie up to 3 series of wooden docks that
are connected to the shoretine by planking that encircles three of the four sides of the facility. The shoreline
of this marina is not prodected with bulkheading. There ave also three wooden docks Iocated on the southemn
shoreline of the canal, east of the lift bridge. These docks are owned and maintained by adjacent landowners
and extend a maximum of 10 feet into the canal from the shoreline,

A concrete seawall exists to the east and west of Main Street on both sides of the canal (o protect apainst
bank crosion. This seawall extends approximately 500 feet in cach direction. In certain locations near the
lift bridge this wall is showing signs of deterioration that present potential public hazards, The State Canal
Corporation should survey the seawalls to the west of the lift bridge and make repatrs, where required, to
remedy existing public safety hazards and improve the area for vessel docking. Any seawall repairs that fall
within the vight-ofway area for the lift bridge would be the responsibiiity of the New York State Department
of Transportation. Maintenance on the it bridge was ast performed in 1996

In the vicinity of the lif bridge, metal cleats have been installed by the State at 30-foot intervals alony the
wall for public use, The most popular area for vessel docking is along the southern side of the canal, west
ot the 1ift bridge.  This area includes 2 30-foot wide right-of-way area that is developed with lawn and pienic
tables. Transient hoaters frequent this location, docking for up to weeks at a ime. Boat docking alse oceurs
atong the north shore of the canal, west of the 1ift bridge, and aleng both shorelings to the east of the bridge.

The hift bridge operator in the Village keeps records of the number of vessels that dock in the Village.
Puring the 1999 scason, 1111 vessels were recorded. This ts an tnerease over the previous three vears, with
LO36 reported in 1998, 776 vessels in 1997, and 999 vessels in 1996, Based on these data, it appears that
vessel activity m the Village durjng the summer scason is increasing,
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As previously noted, the Village leases 2 portion of the canal righe-of-way, on the south shore to the west of
the tift bridge. Here are provided eight electricad hook-ups, a water cotmection, and penic tables for public
usc. Small showers and restrooms are aiso provided tar the public in the nearby Village Department of
Public Warks garage. In addition, a community bullelin board is maintained on both sides of the canal asd

focal organizations have instailed additional picnic tables for public use.

Improved docking facilitics on both sides of the canal, as well as improved public amenities (such as public
restrooms and showers) are necded to boost tourism and public use of the waterfront, and to better
accommmodate the increasing number of vessels that frequent the Village., Potential locations need to be
identified and examined to determine what is most feasible. A long rmge poat would be to acquire a large
parcel of waterfront property for the construction of a public marina. The most feasible site for such a
projectisthe 20-plus acre property tocated on the northeastern shoreling, which is presently actively farmed.

Vessel Use, Mavigation, and Canal Maintenance

The Lrie Canal i3 open ffom earty May 10 mud Novernber, The it bridge operates daiby from 7:30 AM to
10:30 PM. These hours of operation are more restrictive from mid October to November, The lift bridge
operator totates between the bridges at the Village of Middleport and the Village of Gasport. When not at
the Middleport bridge, the operator can be hailed by radio or telephone. This lack of presence at the
Middteport bridge affects use of the canal, and better coverage should be considered by the State Canat
Corporation. There are no navigation charts available for the canal section near Middleport, although the
State Canal Corporation does publish a series of maps that identify the location of Hit bridges, locks and
fueling stops,

A spillway {5 utilized o control the water fevel in the canal, which is ocated on the southemn shoreling at
Jeddo Creck, west of the Main Street 1ift bridge. This spillway device consists of an approximate 30-Foot
wide opening in the canal wall that copveys water to Jedda Creek to reduce the potential for flooding. Water
tflows over this spillway and down an spproximate 40-foot sluiceway, reaching the creek just south of the
maouth of the stone culvert that carries creek waters beneath the canal. There i3 also # 6-foot by 3-foot sluice
gate that can be utitized under exireme conditions to discharge a greater volume of water to Jeddo Creek.
‘The spitlway and sluice gate are mamtmned by the State Canat Corporation.

The State Canal Corporation conducts annual surveys of the canal corridor to determine places where silt
has accwmnulated and wheve shoreline erosion is oceirrmg. Silt and sediment are carried into the canal from
Tonawanda Creck. The shoreline of this ereek is unprotected and sediments from hank erosion are carried
1 suspension by high velocity Hows. In areas of the canat where the gradicnt is more stable and flows
subiside, the sedithents settle out and deposit on the canad bottom.  The only location that has required
dredging in the Village of Middleport has been near the entrance to the Bazket Factary maring, on the
southem side of the canal, west of the lift bridge, Here the sediment accumulations along the canal bottom
are disturbed by the wakes of passing boats and redeposited at the entrance to the marina. Signage has been
instalted to diteet boaters to control their speeds in this area in an effort to control this problem. The arga
was Jast dredged in 1987 and no current problems have been reported. DPredge spodl is disposed of at an
upiand dispoesal site Tocated approximately two miles east of the Main Sirect Hft brides, in the Town of
Bridgeway, in Orleans County.

Certatn Statewide boating repulations are in force along the Trie Canal, including speed Hmitations,
requirements for the use of personal flotation devices and vessel waste treatment and disposal restrictions.
The vessel speed limit i the canal 1s [0 miles per hour, The Now York State Police Troop A and the MNiagara
County Sheriff's Deparbment are the agencies responsible for enforcing these regulations, Inthe eventofa
violation, canal personncl] will contact either of these agencics which can launch a patrol boat in response
to the call, There are no police boats temporarity or permanently docked in the canal.  Although the County
Sherifts Departiment does not usually patrol the canai, the towpath (Canabway Traild 15 used by law
enforcement vehicles to mortitor vessel speeds,

There 15 a vesse] waste pump out station on the northern canal shoreline, immediately west of the Main Street
lift beidge. This pump is hand operated and is sctively utilized. The discharpe of vessel wazste 1s only
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permitted from vessels equipped with a US Coast Guard certified Type | tarine sanitary device. However,
these devices are iflegal m vessels that exceed 65 feet in fength, Several types of deodorizers to treat this
sewage are itlegal as well,

I». Public Aceess and Recreation

Public parkland in the Viltage of Middleport includes Rotary Park, the Erie Canabway Trail and the canal tighteof
way eorriders, & small Village Commons, and Margaret Droman Park, There is also a smal) parect that is used
for picnicking along the southern canal right-of-way, which is leased by the Village {sce Map 43

The Village Conmons is essentially a wide public commons area that cxtended along both sides of Park Street,
between Main Street and South Vernon, It contains some monuments at the west end and fawn and trees along
its length (Map 4). The Village Tourism and Beautification Commitree has placed benches alony this area for
public use. The Village Commmons is also the site of Art Festival cerernonies, and is quite unique and preturesgue,

The Middieport Rotary Park, which is located south of Telesraph Road in the southeastern corner of the Yillaga,
1s a community park owned and maintained by the Village of Middleport. This park is approximately 5 acres
in size and is actively utilized by the Middleport Boy Scouts, This park has a sheltered pienic ares, playground,
and an outdoor skating rink. This park also contains undisturbed woodtands and open space and 18 known tor
its wildlife viewing opportunities. A Vijlage-owned public recreational building, known as the "Scout House,"
1s maintained at thes site and is used by senior citizens, boy scouts and other ocal groups, as well 2z other public
gatherings. At present, the Village has no plans for additional improvements at this site.

A towpath an the north side of the canal is a designated portion of the Erie Canalway Trail. This trail system
cornprises i network of 220 miles of existing multi-use, recreational (rails that stretch across New York State,
The segment that extends through the Village is part of the 70-mile long Erie Canal Heritage Trail, which runs
from Lockport to Fairport. The Canalway trail in Middlepott is unpaved, approximately 10 feet wide, and nns
atong the north side of the conal right-of-way, It is utilized for hiking, bicycling. cross-country skiing, and
harseback riding. This trail is closed to motorized vehicles. Fhere are several metat ckeaes for docking boats and
elecirical hookups on the canal seawall along the trail for public use. The trail is also marked with sighage that
details the historic significance of the Canal and public information panels, which are maintained by the
Middleport Tourism and Beautification Committee. It should be noted that use of the Canalway Frail is
interrupted at the Jift bridge, where users must exit the path to cross Main Street, Asa safepuard, the erosswalk
in this area should be stripped with paint and signage should be affixed 1o the bridge to atert metarists to the
location of the walk and potential movement of pedestrians and bieyelists. Furthermore, the lift bridge iz
constructed at a higher grade than the path, which impedes handicapped accessibility.

There is a small park sitvated on the northern side of the canal, cast of the lift bridge, whick is a part of the State
right-of-way for the canal. This park, known as Margaret Droman Park, provides pedestrian and bicvele aceess
to the Capalway Trail. It contains a large area of open lawn with no other amenities. This property has the
potential for improvements to boost its public usc and enjoyment. Future improvements at this site shoukd be
licd to otker proposcd improvements for this area of the shareline, as discussed in Section B.5.

The entire shoreline of'the Erie Canat is unobstructed by fencing and casily accessible, Several well-used forma)
and informal peints of public aceess exist along the eanal (Map 53, which allow enrrance to the Canalway Tratl
and/or provide epportunities for fishing. There are no playgrounds, sun shebiers or benghes along either side of
the canal shoreline to henefit users, although a few picnic tables are Jocated in certain areas afong both sides,

The Canalway Trail, Margaret Droman Park, and other frequently used shoreline areas should be further
irmgreoved with such amemities, The area immediately north of the Village parking lot, on the west side of Main
Street, has 4 picnic arca, A shower and restroom, for use by transient boaters, is also provided in the nearby
Diepartment of Public Works garage, Itis the Village's desire to provide an improved public restroom and shower
facilities at this location in the future, and possibly additional amenities of this type on the north side of the canal,
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k.

The Canalway Trail s a favorite spot for viewing boats, bike riding, walking and runsing. Bicyeling is disvupted
briefty when crossing Main Street where no eurl ramps exist. For safety reasons this is aceeptable, though,
Bcause it discourages crossing the road at high speeds. State Street and the southern portion of Main Street,
fram Telegraph Road to the canal, are shared roadways for bicycle use. As indicated in the New York State
Canad Recreationway Plan, these sections of NYS Route 31 have been officially designated as route segments
of the Canat Scenic Byway {known a5 NYS Bike Route #3).  Bicyclists utilizing this bike route can pain access
to the Canabway Trad in Middleport.

‘The marina at the Basket Tactory restaurant provides opportunities for recreational fishmg and scenic viewing.
The marina is easily accessible from a parking area that is principally utilized by restaurant patrons. This facility
i5 a)so aceessible to pedestrians and bicyelists as well, The manna does not have a boat taunch ramp; the closest
boat faunch to the Village is located two miles to the cast, on State Route 31E (there is also a boat launch ramp
in the Village of Gagport). A beat faunch ramp in the Village would help fo improve opportunities for tourism
and mereased recreation. The Basket Factory property, the terminus of Centennial Street, and Margaret Droman
Parkare three potentiat sites for such a facility. However, sufficient parking is an important consideration. Thus,
the feasibility of providing a boat ramp in the Village and, ultimately, an appropriate location must be
deteymined. in the future, should the Village acquire any large parcels of waterfront property, as discussed in
Section C.1, a boat launch ramp cowld be included as a part of the site development plans,

As previously noted, the Erie Canal is actively uttlized during the spring, summoer and fat] for recreational boating
and fishing. Fishing oceurs from in-water vessels and from numerous points ateng the shoreline, Essentially,
a fishing line can be dropped from just aboat any location, During the winter the canal is drained when
finodgates located off Fiegel Road in the Town of Pendicton are closed. The minimal amount of water in the
cana basin allows its use for winker recreation, although there 1s no easy means of access to the canal basin, and
there are currently no ptans by the Village to provide access or promote such use. Iee-skating, ice hockey, hiking
and snow mobiling are activities that occur regularly within o along the canal. An annuad 5-K foot race is also
sponsored along the Canalway Trail. 1o addition, the canal is wtilized for the disposal of exeess snow renerated
from plowing activities in the CBT.

In general, there is a need for additional public parkland and passive recreational opporiunitics in the Village.
‘There i5 also a need to improve publicly owned waterfront Jands to eshance their use by the public. ‘The Village
necds to examine whether and how certain public lands can be better utilized for passive and active recreation,
including the 1.2-acre site on the east side of North Hartland Street and the 4,5-aere area of undeveloped open
space tocated between Mechanic Street, North Main Street and Morth Hartland Street {see Map 43, There are
als0 certain private lands located in close proximity to the canal that could either be acquired by the Village or
privatcly improved to inerease recreational oppartunitics and boost tourtsm. In addition, the Village needs w0
improve opportunities for tourism during the active scason along the canal,  Canocing and rowing should be
promoted. Canoe rentats, as well as bicyele rentats, could be offered to enhance epportunitics for this activity.
The zchool distriet and loeal clubs should also he encouraged to wtilize the camal for rowing astivities.

Fistoric anil Cultural Resources

The first settlers in the Middleport area armived in 1806 and lived one-mile sauthwest of the current village limits.
The Eirse store in the Village, which still stands, was established in 1822, three years before the completion of
the Erie Canal, at a loeation where Main Street crosses the canal. Between 830 and (840 a tapnery, a
blacksmith shop, a tailor and the first blast furnace in the Village also established business along the canal, The
Village was officially incorporated in 1859, The Main Street Uft bridge was constructed in 1912, replacing the
Verton Street Bridge as the primary crossing {the old bridge was removed in 1994}, There are a number of
Buildings and sites of local and nationa] significance in the Village of Middleport, including one that is fisted on
the National Register of Historie Places and two that are listed on the Seate Register.  Although only three have
made the National or State registers, many others are locally sighificant and worthy of recognition (see Map 6).

James Northam established the first store in the Village (¢, 1822), at 5 Front Street on the north shore of the

canal, just east of the Lift bridge (which is the site of the former Lone Star hotel), Atpresent the property has no
local o state historic designation, but is the oldest structure in the Viliage and is a significant local landmayk and
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canal heritage resource. The structure is 708 square feet, and is privately owned. It is a deteriorated state and
in need of renovation to preserve the existing structure. As discussed in Seetion B3, this is the site that the
Village would like {o acquire for renovation as a public Bcility,

The Urniversalist Church (etrea 1841, at 46 Main Strect, was constructed using an early pioneer technigus of
three-tnch rock and mortar gathered from Lake Ontario. This site i listed on the State Register of Flistoric
Places. Another stone and martar building of significance (circa F859) was construeted at 5 Vernon Street, The
home of Philip Freeman (eirca 1820}, which is located at 106 Telegraph Road, is also listed on the State Register
of Historic Places. Thes structure is not anly the oldest in the Village, but it is rumored that at one time it was
a stop along the Underground Railtroad. The Village Post Office, which is focated on Main Street, at the corner
of Church Street, was constructed as a part of the New Deal's Works Progress Administration in 1940, This
structure 15 the only building m the Village that is listed on the MNational Register of Historic Places. ‘The 12
buildings on the castern side of Main Sireet were built in 1380 after the original strucnures were destroved by fire,
The Fireman's Building across Bain Street was constructed soon after, in 1891,

There ave certain other buildings of Jocal historic significance in the Vitlage, These include the Basket Factory
restaurant building {eirea 1893 ) and marina, which i3 Jocated further west of Main Sthrect on Watson Avenue, and
was once used to manufaciure baskets. The manma was oniginally a holding pond for bogs that were used in the
manufaciuring process, and were floated {itansported) on the Ervie Canal, Mext to the Basket Factory restaurant
is a power substation that was constructed in 1908 to help operate a trolley between Rochester, Lockport and
Buftato. Other buildings worth mention include St. Stephen’s Church on Yernon Street, the United Methodist
Church on the corner of Vernon Street and Park Avenue, and the Town and Country Inn (formerty the American
Hotel} on Vernon street,

The majority of the oldest existing buildings of historic significance in the Village are Iogcated in the CBD, in
close proximity to the canal, With such a high number of historicalty sipnificant structures clustered in onc ares,
it is recommendead thar this arca of the Viliage be considered for designation as an histogc district, This would
afford these struglures more prominence and protection with regard to reuse and redevelopment. There are
currently no standards or restrictions in place to protect the historic significance of these structures,

The Village of Middleport iz alse characterized by numerous archaeological resources. In this regard, the New
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and istoric Preservation has identified the entive arca as & zone of
archacological sensitivity.

Scenic Resourees

The scenic resources in the Village of Middleport consist of man-made structures in the CBI, tree-lmed streets,
quaint residential neighborhoods, and scenie views from the shoreline of the canal. The historic business district
is the most sigmificant piece of heritage in the Village, The combination of the attached two-story structures and
the streetscape destgn is an jmportant scenic feagure in the Village. The storefronts in the CBD were constructed
in the late 1300 and several of the homes atony Main Street are original structures, built i the early to late
1200, These homes have seen very little exterior alteration since their construction. A Village Commons area
iz tocated along Park Avenue, which contains several veterans and civil service monuments, adding additiona)
aesthetic value to the Village center, There are alse numperous pomts along the shoreline that have impressive,
unchstructed views of the camal. There are no focations along the canal that offer degraded views.

z. Public Infrastrociure

1. Water Supply
The Village of Middlepont ohitains 40 percent of the podable water supply, or an estimated ¢.10 million

egallons per day (MGD), from the Nisgara County Water District {NCWERY. The NCWD draws water from
the west branch of the Miagara River, which is filtered and treated with a combination of chiorine and 4
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corrasion tmibihitor af the District's water {reatimentt plant in the Town of Wheatfield, The Village obtains the
remaining 60 percent of the potable water supply, which is estimated at 0,15 MGID, from a public supply well
Incated southwest of the Village. Water fromn the Village's well 1s treated with chlorine prior to distribution.
fevtween the Villape's well and Miagara County Water District's supply, there is adequate capacity to service
the Village with a daily average day flow of .25 MGE.

A Wellhead Protection Plan was prepared and adopted by the Village of Middieport in 1996 to preserve and
protect the gquaiity ofthe Village's proundwaier. This plan identifies potential sources of contamination ard
establishes steps to preserve and protect groundwater resources,  In addition, this plan requests that
neighboring govermments and agencies of the county and state consider Muddleport's wellhead protection area
when making decistons (Village of Middleport Gronndwater Protection Conunittee, 19063,

The Village of Middleport water distribution system was ariginally constructed in 1911, This systemutilizes
2 zeries of waler mains that measure between three inches and ten inches v diameter. Storage within the
distribution system is managed by a 70,000-zallon standpipe that iz Jocated just outside the Village, on
Griswold Streer. A major upgrade to this system was completed m 1991, when approximately one-third of
the Village waterlines were replaced. The remainder ofthe systemn is adequate to accomimodate present water
serviee needs, although additionsl upgrades may be reguired in the future, At present, no new eperades are
proposed,

The water distribution systemt supplies water to all residents and businesses in the Village, as well as four
homes in the Fown of Hartland, three homes in the Town of Royalton, and a number of industrics, These
idustries include Niagara Foods, FMO, NORCO, Avery Hall, E & M Machinery, Banden Homes, and Sigma
Motors,

Waslewnler Disposal and Stormwater Doninaye

The Village of Middleport 13 serviced by separate sanitany and stonmwater sewer systems, The Village
Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is located just north of the Village in the Town of Hartland, services the
entire Village of Middleport, as well as eight homes in the Town of Hartland, two homes m the Town of
Rovalton, and several industries (as noted above), According to the Federal Pre-treatrnent Program, Niagara
Foods and FMC are sigmificant Industrial Users,

The majority of the Village sanitary sewer system was built hetween 1920 and the 1960's, This system carries
sanjtary seweragee 10 the Village wastewater treattnent plant, which has an averape fow at this fagility s 0.4
MGD, with a permitted design capacity for 0.7 MGD pursuant to the State Poltution Discharge Elimination
Permmit (SPDES). Al treated effluent from this plant is discharged through an outtall into Jeddo Creek.
Although the plant has had no problems in mecting the actual fow rates or effluent constituent reguirements
sel by the SPDES permit, approximately eight times a vear, during heavy rainfall events, the plant flows
exceed the 0.7 MQGOD volume threshold due to inftltration and tnflow problems throughout the Village. At
times, this resubts in the discharge of contarmmatad wastewaler into feddoe Creek. This prablem wis
identifted and studied approximately 20 vears ago. The resubts of this study mdicated that the sewer lines
theoughout the Village would need rehabilitation or replacement to address the problem. [Due to the
exiensive costs associated with such an undertaking, this problem has not been rectified. Anup to date study
needs to be conducted 10 determing the extent and Intensity of the infiliration and inflow problems, the
impacts to Jeddo Creck and appropriste means of mitigation, In addition, saitable avenues for financial
assistance must be identified to help the Village adequately address this situation.

Stommwater runoff in the Village is managed through 4 stormwater drainage system. Stornnwater i3 collected
alomg certain roadways in the Vitlage by curly inlets and manholes, and catried through culvert giping to
outfalisalong Jeddo Creck and the Ere Canal. Stormwater also reaches the ereck and canal through overland
sheet flow. [nother arcas of the Village stormwater is conveyed through drainage piping to drainage swales
and ditches that discharge to outlving areas. As indicated in Section K. below, there are certain locations
where storm draivage problems occur, however, the existing system is adequate to address the Village's
overall stormwater disposal needs.
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3. Sold Waste Dhisposal

The Village of Middleport has a contract with Modemn Dispasal to collest all recyclables and municipal sebid
waste (MSW} within the Village iimits. In accordance with this contract, each household is allowed to
dispose of ote large bulk item, six bags of MEW and recyclables every week, All refuse 1s disposed ofat
the Modem Disposal Landfill in Mode] City, in the Town of Lewiston, New York, Modem Reeweling
nandles all recyclabte items. The Village of Middicport alse recyeles yard waste under thetr contract.

4, Transportation Systems

Main Street (State Route 315 and 271}, State Street {the continuation of State Route 31T} and Telegraph
Rouad are the principal roadways that service the Village of Middleport, These streets fadl under the
jurisdiction of the New York State Departmerny of Transpartation and serve as trucking routes. Telegraph
Road falis under the jurisdiction of the NYSDOT to the west of Main Street and that of Niagara County to
the cast, Since 1994, segmments of each of these roads have been either resurfaced or replaced. A large
streteh of Telegraph Road was recently upgraded and resurfaced. The Main Street lift bridge is the only
means of egress over the Grie Canal in the Village.

Public transportation in the Viltage of Middleportis provided by Rural Niagara Public Transportation service
under their Rides Unlimited program.  They provide bus service, via designated Route 24, between
Ediddleport and Lockport, This bus line makes a nuwber of stops between these two destinations providing
access to the Middleport Senior Citizens facitity, Lockport Memorial Hospital, the Social Services office and
the Metro Bus transfer point in Lockport. An extenston of the Route 2 Hne continues through Lockport,
terminating at Niapara County Community College. This system provides public access, through ride
transfer and additional service lines, to the Cities of Buffalo and Niagara Falls. and other destinations in
Niagara County.

The rail Hoe that bisects the Village 1s operated by CSX for the comumercial transport of freight., This line
is aetive and provides a cormection between the City of Rochester and the City of Buffalo. The rail line that
runs through Middleport is alsa utilized by a private operation that runs  ourist train between Meding and
Lockport at vartous times throughout the year, Although this train does not currently stop in Middieport, a
depot for passenger services may be a potential consideration in the future,

H. Water Quality

Jeddo Creek and the Frie Canal are classified by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYSDECY as Class C surfaee water bodies. The best usape for Class C surface waters is fishing. These waters
are suitable for primary and sceondary contact recreation as well, although certain factors may liTnit its use for
these purposes. In addition, the Enie Canalis classificd as a protected stream and, therefore, NYSDEC regulates
stream crossing and stormwater discharges into the canal, Jeddo Creekis ¢lassified as an unprotected stream and,
therefore, NYSDEC docs not regulate stream erossings or stonmwater discharpes into the creek, Jeddo Creek
and the canal are the discharge pomts for stormwater drainage, which is conveyed to these waterbodies through
outfalt pipes, Outfalls are typically considered point source locations for the mtroduction of pollutants carmied
in stormwater, Depending on the type of development present, stormwater runoff can be a source of metals,
organic compounds, nutrients or other contaminants, in addition to pathogens, Measures can be implemented
to reduce contarminant Joadings in the effluent. This approach typically involves expensive structural devices
that address a retatively smail pottion of the entire contributing watershed area, but can be effective tor localized
water quality problems. At present, there is ne indication that the quality of the stommwater effluent deliversd
to Jeddo Creck and the Erie Canal is degraded to the extent that it wonid require this type of mitigation. A more
feasible means of improving the quality of stormwater flows m the Village wouid be to institute a best
management approach, as discussed below.

The pnimary impact to water gquabity in the Viflage is non-point source polhution. Non-point source potlution 15
nollution that reaches a surface water body through unconfined or indiscrete means.  Examples mclude
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stormwater sheet or overland flow (e, - unchanmelized flow from paved surfaces, buildings and construction
sites) which camries animal wastes, road oil and other autemotive by-products, pesticides and fernilizer; and
groundwater infiltration that can canry contaminants from faulty cesspools or septic tanks or toxins {rom other
sources of pollution, The best way to control the rate of nos-point contaminant generation and transport in
upland areas is throuph the use of "best management practices” such as public education initatives (reducing
ferttlizer and pesticide applications, proper disposai of pet wastes, avtomobile waste oils, cte.) and other
non-structural means, This approach is relatively incxpensive as compared to the costs of employing structural
measures 1o nutigate poind source poilation,

Vessel waste discharpes are another potential source of water pollution, particularly in areas where vessels are
docked in higher concentrations, Vessel waste discharges can adversely impact water guality, fish and wildife
habitats, and houman health, The discharze of vessel waste iz ondy permitted (rom vessels equipped witha US
Coast Guard certified Type 1 maring sanitary device, However, these devices are illegal in vessels that exceed
65 feet in tength. As ndieated in Scetion C.2, there is a vessel waste pump out station on the northern canai
shoreling, mmediately west of the Main Street Lift bridge. This pemp is hand operated and is actively utilized
by local and ‘ransient boaters in the area.

‘Topography, Geology and Soils

The Village of Middleport is located in the Ontario Plains, just north of the Niagara ¢scarpment and south of
Lake Ontario, Aceording to the Niagara County Soil Survey {USDA Soil Conservation Service, 1972), the
Village is primarily comprised of glacial till with sandstone and timestone fragments deposited shortly after the
iee afre. The mwjority of the soil in the region is comprised of Hitton silt loam, which is usually found parable]
to the Niagara escarpment.  These soils are considered valuable for raising crops. The current elevation of this
area ranges from approximate]y 461 feet above mean sea beved in the northern portions of the Village to 540 fect
abiowve mean sea fevel to the south.

The topography m the Vitlage of Middleport ts eszentiaily fevel, with minimal gradient. There are no arcas with
steep slopes or slopes that would warrant development concerns. The enly arca that exhibits any topography is
along the canal, where the side slopes have been built up in some arcas.

MNatural Resouwrces

1. Woetlands and Habitats

Significant natural resources in the Viltage of Middleport include Jeddo Creek and the Erig Canal. The
US Fisiand Wildlife Seevice National Wetland Inventory classifies the Erie Canal and one avea of
sherman Street near Jeddo Creek, just west of North Hartland Street, as potential wetland habitats {(Map
7). The Army Corps of Tngineers regulates all activities that occur or are proposed within or near a
potetitial wetland area. The Shermin Street area wetland is an extension ot a larger area of wetlands
situated outside the Village, in the Town of Hartland, These wetlands are & rermonant of the former Mill
Pond that ance existed in this area, The current Jand usce m the vicinity of these wetlands is residential
and open space. There are no State-designated wetlands within the Village timits. There are also no
State-designated Significant Coastal Fish and Wildtife Habitats identifled within the Village boundaries,
In addition, no aguifers underlie the arca,

The headwaters of Jeddo Creek are located within the Town of Royvaltan, south of the Middlcport
Feservorr, As it passes on its course norvth theaugh the southeastern portion of the Village, the creek is
channeted through a large culvert under the raibroad tracks located north of Francis Street. The Creek
resurfaces on the north side of the macks and continues north to Church Street where it is again diverted
througrh a colvert under this roadway. At the Erie Canal, Jeddo Creek iz directed approximately 50 10
60 feet under the canat through a 6-foot by [2-foot stone culvert. Jeddo Creck then flows north to
Shermam Street and exits the Village through an arca that is designated as a Federally nrotected wetfand

II-15



(a5 noted above). As Jeddo Creek flows north on its route to Lake Ontario, it is wtilized for irrigation
by tocal farmers in the arca.

A smaldl tributary stream flows from the southwest into the Village and converges with feddo Crock.
This stream has been channeled through a 3d-inch drainage culvert along the full length of Francis Sweet
into the ereck, As indicated in Section K, below, this has resulted in stormwater drainage problems in
this area.

Bt

Fish and Wildlife

According to NYSDEC records, no threatened, endangered or specics of special concemn have been
rdentified within the Village. The United States Fish and Wildiife Service also indicated that no
endattgered or threatened species werve found in the Erie Canal or Jeddo Creek (Chris Lowe, USFWS,
10/13/99). From November 1998 10 May 1999 the Fish and Wildlife Service identified several types of
fish near the Vitlage of Gasport. Due to Middleport’s proximity to Gasport, it can be assumed that these
species are comman in the Middlepoet avea as well. They include: Large and Small Mouth Bass,
Suckers, Biack Crappy, Johnny Darter, Blue (Gill, Northern Pike, Pumpkin Seed (Sunfish), Gizzard Shad
and Carp.

In 1996, a study was initiated 1o 1estore Atlantic salmon to the Johnson/Jeddo Creele system. One
thousand cight hundred tagged pre-smolt Atlantic Salmon (approximately 6.4 inches) were stocked in
the West Jeddo Creek avea at Mill Read, in the Village of Middieport. Tn addition, Atlantic salnion fiy
{approximately 30 mim to 1.2 inches) and Atlantic salmon pre-smolt were stocked throughout the
Johnsew/Jeddo Creck system (US Fish and Wildlife Service, 1996). Currently, the U.S, Fish and
Wildlife Service is working with other governmental agencies to determine if these Atlantic sahmon will
suTVive.

Dhae to the farge quantity of mayilics found along the bottom of the Erie Canal, it was determined by the
USFWS that the Erie Canal has good water and soit quality. Inaddition to the above information, Mr.
Lowe stated that the fotlowing species were identified withu Jedde Creek: Green Side Darter, Fan tailed
Darter, Sucker, Rock Bass, Blue Gill, Minnows Creek, Chubis, and Daces.

K. TFiooding and Erosion

The Village of Middleport contains flood zones that have been designated by the Federal Emergetcy
Management Apgency (FEMA) as areas subjeet to flood hazards. These areas or flood zones are depicted on the
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps developed for the Viltage, The flood zones are established based upon the
degree (0 which an area is susceptible to flood damage. The three generat flood zones that exist within the
Village include:

+ "A" Zone - (also called the area of special flood hazard) is that area of land that would primarily experience
still water Nooding, without significant wave activity, during the 100-year stormy

+  "B" Zone — those arcas that fall between the Himits of the 100-year flood and the S00-year fload, or certain
areas that are subject to 100-vear flooding with average water depths of less than one foot ar where the
contributing drainage area is less than one square mile (B Zones also include areas protected by levees from
the base flood),

= " Zome — areas of minimal Nooding,

These naturg] tlood zones or plains are flat areas that surround streams and are periodically inundated with water
due to overbank flow, As shown on Map 7, Jeddo Creek and the tributary to Jeddo Creek are surrounded by
100-year floadplains. These Noodplains are relatively wide and extend out a few hundred feet in certain areas.
There are minimat arcas of B Zone in the Village, which tringe the A Zone areas that are located south of the
ratlrpad tracks. Most of the land arves in the Village is designated as C Zone.
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L.

The most extensive areas of floodplain in the Vitlage are siuated in the viemnity of Franeis Street and south of
Telegraph Road. The drainage culverts that have been installed along Francis Street and Kelly Avenue are
undersized and cannot accommodate stormrwater runoft from heavy rainfall events. As a resull, tocahized
flooding occurs along Francis Street. The dramage Hnes in this area must be upgraded to eliminate this tlooding
problem. The Village ts currently exploring potential sources of funding assistance to mitigate this problem.
Although the 1060-year floodplain berders Jeddo Creek and its tributary stream, no other known flooding
conditians exist within the Vitlage.

Tyevelopment it the floodplain in the Village of Middleport is regulated under Chapter 102 of the Viliage Code
- Flood Damage Prevention. Chapter 182 was adapted in response to revisions to the Mational Flood Insurance
Program {effective October 1, 1986) o establish and maintain eligitility for food insurance coverage for Village
residents. This law is designed to promote the public health, safety and general welfire and to minimsize pubtic
and private losses duc to flood conditions in speetlic areas, as designated an the Flood Insurance Rate Maps.
Pursuant to Chapter 102, any developtnent action that is proposed within the regulated Bood zones reguires a
permit from the Zoning Enforcement Offtcer in the Viltage and must be in compliance with the standards autlined
under the law,

As discussed in Section (0.2, a spitlway has been constructed along the south wall of the Erie Canal, west of the
lift bridge. This spilbway conveys water from the canal to Jeddo Creek to control the water level in the canal and
reduce the potential for flooding in the immediate viemity. Tn the event of extreme ftood conditions, a sluice gate
has also been installed to altow for the discharge of increased volumes of water to Juddo Creek,

There are no known erosion problems in the Viltage. The banks of the Erie Canal are fortified with a seawall
andl stone revetments so craston atong this facility 15 not 2 preblem.  Although the overall inteprity of this wall
iz intact, there are locations where spalling and weathering are occurring. This has resulted in large cracks and
gaps in the wall that cwrrently present a public safety hazard and could lead to more extensive detereration and
sirectural problears in the futere if weathering continues without repair,

Frosion is not a significant probleen along feddo Creek. The banks of this creek are Fairly well intact, and ne
prollem areas have been identified in the Village, The Basket Factory marina has ne erosion protection, The
shoreling of this area is heavily vegetated and it does not appear to be experiencing erosion problems.

Evirenmental Hazards and Constraints

o response to a Freedom of Information Aet request, NYSDEC searched the Region's Sobd Waste,
Frvirenmental Remediation, Spills Manapement and Solid and Hazardoos Program files to tdentify spall sites
in the Yillage of Middleport. Thirty-tive spill sites were identified within the Village, Thirty-one of these sites
are in compliance with Mew York remmediation requirements and the remaining sttes are sinall and minor innature
{c.i., small gasoling spills or tank leaks). Extensive records were found for the FMC Corporation.

‘The FMC Corperation, which is curvently a formulation and packaging faeility, is located on 91 acres in the
southeastemn portion of Middleport, This facility manufactured lime, arsenic and lead based pesticides, sutfur
dust, dinitrocresol, dithiocarbamate pesticides, M-4 thickener, carbofuran, and karbutilate (CRA, 1999} Bluring
the ceurse of operations, constituents of arsenic, lead and other chemical compounds were released, via air and
water transmissions. info the surroundig environment.  Since 1985, no pesticides zre nunufactired at this
location,

A drafll FMC RCRA Facilities Investigation (RET) was prepared for the FMO Corporation site to determine the
nature and exlent of releases of hazardous waste or harardous constituents from all sewwrces at the facility
(Conestopa-Rovers & Associates - CRA, 1999). As detaited in the REY report, numerous o1t and water samples
were taken throughout the Village of Middleport to deternine the full extent of contarmination, As shown in
Table 1, many of the properties surrounding the FMC Corporation facility were found to be contaminated. In
addition, contaminants were discharged to Jeddo Creek through 2 drainage cuivert, Table 1 indicates arcas where
contaminants were wentified at levels that exceeded the sereening eriteria, Please note that this table does not
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tepresent all samples taken from the areas with contanination, but only those that had contaminant levels above
the soil, sediment, groundwater and surface water screening coteria

According to NYSDEC, higher contaminant coneentrations have been identified in a few sections of Tributary
No. 1 te Jeddo Creek {also known as Jeddo Creck) (M. Hinton, NYSDEC, October 7, 999y, These
concentrations are due to a decrease in velocity, which has allowed settling to ncour, According to the CRA
repart, over the past 30 plus years, FMC has implemented a variety of operational, interim and final corrective
teasures to mitigate environmental concems identified during a number of investigations dating back to 1973,
These remedial activities have had some posttive impacts on the environment, Many of these activities have
limited the potential for human exposure to site-related chemtcals in soils on and off the site, sediments in Feddo
Creel, surface waters, and groundwater. The Village has been dealing with the problems at the FMC site for
many years now and is fully aware of the extent of these problems. They support the actions of the NYSDEC
in mitigating the environmental hazards and do not consider the continued use and operation of the PMC site 4
threat to public health or safety.

TABLE

“Areas Sampled 7} Primary Contaminates Found Primary Cortantinates Found “Printary Contaminates
i Above Soil Bcreening / Sediment | Above Serface Water Screening Found Abowve
Screening Criteria Crileria Groundwater
[ i Sereening Criteria
| OFF-SITE
i Morthwest Conrail Arseni and chlorinated pasticides -
I Proporty . o
i FMC Surrounding Arsentc and Bead
r Propertics i
. Culvert 105 i Arsenic and chiotinated
: . pesticidesﬁ
©Jeddo Creek (also Arsenic and chlorinated | )
- know as Tributacy No, | pesticides E
L to Jeddo Creek )
: Jeddo Creek {in .;'.rs::n:ic o
. Orleans County)
| MO CORPORATION (ON -SITE)
M Comporation Ethylene thiouiea (ETL), Arsenic Ethylene thiourea
chiorinated pesticides, arsenic {ETUY, total ammonia,
and lead methylene chloride and
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M. Snmmary of Lssues and Opportunities

1.

Issues

There is a need to hetter promote tourism in the Village through the implementation of shoreline
improvements and the provision of additional public amenities. The lack of sufficient public restrooms
and other such amenitics is prohibitive 1@ tourism,

Tourism improvements should focus on the "active” canal season, when bicyels and canoe rentals and
other shoreline improvements will benefit the public most,

There 15 a need for additional public parkland and passive recreational opportunities in the Vitlage
There i5 also 2 need to improve certain publicly owned lands to enhance existing recreational
opportunities. The Village needs to examine how certain public Jands can be better utilized, and how
some privately owned fands in cloge proximity to the canal could be acquired to improve recreational
opportunities and public aceess,

There are ne bed and breakfast establishments i the CBD or in close proximity to the canal, Bed and
breakfast establishments and other such places of lodging for boaters and upland visitors afike are
beneficial for boosting tourism.

The Zoning Ordinance and site plan review reguiations are the primary means of land use controf in the
Villape; there are no adopted subdivision regulations. To properly guide the development of the large
areas of open space in the northern section of the Village or othey redevelopment actions i the arca, the
Village will use its site plan veview regulations. Subdivision activity in those areas will also beregulated
by the Planning Board in accordance with Village Law 7-728 for Subdiviston Review, Approvat of Plan
and Development of Plat Fields.

The Canalway Trail and the adjoining pocket park areas, as well as the preenspace cormider along the
south side of the canai, lack adequate amenities such as play equipment for children, protective shelters
for inclement weather, benches and other such useful items, These types ofimprovements are necessary
to enhance public use of these areas.

The Canabway Trail i3 interrupted at the it bridge, where users must exit the path the eross Main Street,
The crosswalk in this area should be stripped with paint and signage should be affixed to the bridge to
alert motorists on Main Street of the tocation of the crosswalk and the potential movement of pedestrians
and bicyclists,

The real estate market in Middleport is stable and land and commercial space are inexpensive, However,
the CBD has a high cotmercial vacancy rate.  Provisions must be made for the reuse andfor

redevelopment of underutilized propertics in the business district.

With sucha high number of historicalby significant structures clustered in close proximity to ane another
in the CBD, it is recommended that this area of the Viltage be designated as an historic dustrict, Tlas
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wontld afford these structures more prominence and protection with regard to reuse and redevelopnient.
There are currently no standards or restrictions in place to protect the historie significance of these
structures.

*+  Thereis anced to address the inflow and infiltration problem that impacts the wastewater treatment plan
it order to improve water quality in Jedde Creek.

*  Thedsainage culverts along Francis Street and Kelly Avenue are improperly sized, resulting in flooding
during heavy ratnfail events. This infrastructure must be upgraded to eliminate localized flooding.

*  leddo Creck and the Erie Canal are classified by NYSDEC as Class C waters. The best usage for Class
C surface waters is fishing.  Although these waters are suitable for primary and secondary contact
recreation, their use is limited for these purposes.

* The lilt bridge operator rotates between the bridges at the Village of Middleport and the Village of
Gasport. This lack of presence at the Middleport bridge aftects the use of the canal, and better COVeTALS
is required. The State Canal Corporation should address this issue,

*  Portions of the scawall along the canal, particularly in the vicinity of the lift bridge, are deteriorating and
in need of repair. There are locations where spalling and weathering have occurred resulting in large
cracks and gaps in the surface area. This presents a public hazard and should be addressed by the State
Canal Corporation, whe is responsible for canal maintenance.

*+  Improvements should be made to aecommodate rowing activities along the canal. This would benefit
the high school as well as local rowing clubs and enthusiasts. Rowing is a sport that is increasing on the
canal and Middieport should be involved in improving opportunities for this activity.

+  Toimprove pedestrian activity in the Village sidewalks should be installed in the vicinity of the CBD,
where they cuerently do not exist, Sidewalk improvements should alse be undertaken, where reguired,
to improve public safety,

Opportunitics

+ Local roadways in the Village carry minimal volumes of traffie.  This condition alows ample
opportunities for bicyeling and walking. Route 31 is a designated bikeway that provides access to the
Canalway Tratl. These opportunities should be better promoted.

+ Fhe CBD offers an adequate amount of parking, including both curbside and off street lots. The
streetscape is also designed at a pedestrian seale that induces sidewalk commerce. The future addition

of benches in this avea will improve these opportunities.

*  There are currently a number of open space areas along the canal to serve visiting boaters. Many of these
argas are within walking distanee of the CRD.
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The Village DPW garage is currently located in close proximity to the canal, it an arca that provides
public open space. “tThe Village will investipate feasible options for the long-term relocation of this
facility to gnable this area to be more effectively utilized for watertront recreation.

The Vitlage of Middleport should collaborate with the State Canal Corporation on waterfront
improvement projects along the right-of-way area n an effort to secure grant funding for projest
implementation.
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